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Abstract:  

We investigated the daytime perching and nighttime roosting preferences of growing pullets 

(Chapter 2) for round perches of different diameters, the preferences of mature laying hens with dif-

ferent health conditions (Chapter 3) for different elevated structures, and their method of locomo-

tion used for ascent and descent. Overall laying hen pullets did not show a preference for perch di-

ameter, however, at night, pullets prioritized roosting at a location which offered the best vantage 

point. In mature laying hens, mild to moderate keel bone fractures and footpad conditions did not 

influence their preferences for elevated structures or their method of locomotion used for ascent and 

descent. Altogether, the results from this thesis suggest that factors like height and location of the 

perch may matter as much to the birds as perch design, and that the effects of more severe health 

conditions on perching and locomotion should be further investigated.  
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